RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELDER CARE BREEE A ST

BACKGROUND With the rapid growth of the
aging population, it has become a worldwide social
issue to provide good elder care. In the U.S., elder
care mainly relies on community and social services
whereas in China, filial laws have been passed to
incentivize children to take care of their older
parents. Understanding how Chinese adult children
perceive elder care responsibilities is important, as
it contributes to better elder care planning.

STUDY RESULTS Approximately 87% of adult
children agreed that community should share
a great amount of responsibilities in taking
care of older adults. Meanwhile, the majority of
participants perceived that children should provide
a higher than average level of care (88%), respect
(93%), greeting (90%), happiness (80%), obey (61%)
and financial support (60%) to their older parents.
It is notable that 97% of adult children believed
that taking parents to healthcare professionals and
clinics is part of their responsibilities.
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CONCLUSION Our study participants perceived that both adult children and community should take
responsibilities in taking care of older parents. One of the most important responsibilities of Chinese children
is helping their older parents navigate the U.S. healthcare system. Culturally sensitive elder care may require a

collaboration between Chinese community and families.
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