BACKGROUND Living distance and contact
between parents and their adult children are
important factors to consider when assessing
intergenerational relationships. Living distance
influences the exchange of family care and assistance
within the family network and may be a central
prerequisite for many types of intergenerational
solidarity. Face-to-face contacts with parents
enhance a sense of belonging by sharing time
together to express love and affection. More
frequent face-to-face contact with parents often
indicates a better quality of the intergenerational
relationship.

STUDY RESULTS Approximately one third of
participants live with their parents in the same
house, and more than half of them live within a 15
minute drive. Nearly half of them (47%) have face-
to-face contact with their father everyday while only
27% have face-to-face contact with their mother. A
few (2%) of participants have no contact with their
father and 9% of participants have no contact with
their mother.
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CONCLUSION Family ties remain strong among Chinese immigrants. Adult children live close to their parents
and are able to maintain weekly face-to-face contact with their parents. Moreover, adult children have more
frequent contact with their fathers than mothers. The strong family ties indicate that adult children and older

adults are interdependent while living in the U.S.
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